Lincoln Park

Fr. Leonard F. Villa, Pastor
Fr. George Valliamthadathil, M.S.F.S.
Deacon Rudolph Teng
Deacon Thomas Barbagallo

Masses

Saturday 9:00 AM Sunday Vigil 5:00 PM
Sunday ~ 7:45 AM, 9:15 AM, 10:45 AM, 12:15 PM

Latin Mass 1:30 PM, first three Sundays

2:30 PM fourth Sunday of the Month.
Weekdays 9:00 AM
Holy Days 6:45 AM, 9:00 AM, 7:30 PM

Rectory 602 McLean Ave., Yonkers, NY 10705
Tel: 914-963-7330
Fax: 914-963-1952

Religious Education Office
Jackie Barton - Coordinator of Religious
Education
602 McLean Ave., Yonkers, NY 10705
Tel: 914-965-9333

Sacrament of Baptism
Sundays at 2:45pm except the 4th Sunday of
each month by appointment

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday 4:00-4:45 PM. Anytime requested.

Sacrament of Marriage
Six months advance notice is mandatory.
Marriage prepartion course required.
Call rectory for appointment.

Sacrament of the Sick
Call the rectory for attention to home-bound

Parish Registration
Contact the rectory

Parish Website: www.stpaulyonkers.org

E-mail: stpaulyonkers@gmail.com

Parish Meetings

Monday 6:45 PM St. Paul’s Folk Dance
Tuesday 7:30 Legion of Mary
Tuesday 8:00 PM Prayer Group

2nd Tuesday 8:00 PM Men’s Group
Wednesday  7:00 PM A.A. Open Meeting
Thursday 7:00 PM A.A. Beginners
Thursday 8:00 PM A.A. Closed Meeting
Thursday 7:00 PM Al-Anon

1st Friday 9:30-11:00 Adoration

1st Friday 7:00 PM Holy Hour

Friday 7:30 PM Boy Scouts
Saturday 9:30 AM Religious Educ. PreK-8
Sunday 7:00 PM A.A. Open Meeting

Pregnancy Hot Line
Tel: 800-640-0767



FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
APRIL 21, 2024

Intention: Requested by:
Saturday April 20, 2024
5:00 Catherine Moran & family (living) J. 0’Leary
Sunday April 21,2024
7:45 Rita Shine Family
9:15 Pietro & Anna Canale Pia Canale

10:45 For the People of the Parish

12:15 John Kopp Marguerite Kopp
1:30 Kathy Brady Legion of Mary
Monday April 22, 2024
9:00 Therese & Chet Gromek Jane Fay
12:00 Christopher Slattery

Tuesday April 23, 2024
9:00 K.J. Chacko & Holy Souls  Jacob family
Wednesday April 24, 2024
9:00 Jane Turner Mary & Bill Turner
12:00 Special Intention

Thursday April 25, 2024
9:00 Denis Curran Joanne O’Leary
12:00 Mildred Wordsman Alicia Boland
Friday April 26,2024
9:00 Kathleen Bruckner Kathy Telyczka
Saturday April 27, 2024
9:00 Paul Berardino Eileen Peters

12:00 Luisa Reimondez Collazo Matilda R.
5:00 Charlie Macias (living-Bday) Jacob family
Sunday April 28, 2024
7:45 Gerardo Susvilla (living-Bday) Family
9:15 Deceased Members of the Shine Family
10:45 John Biancardi Camille Gloster
12:15 Concetta Carletto Mr/Mrs Sestino Imbrogno
2:30 For the People of the Parish
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FORSTHE SICK
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Michael Curtin, Richard Lyons, Grace Lyons,
Ayanah Audrey Naron, Denyse Guariglia, Lolita
Lim, Irene DiGenno, Rene Laino, Barbara Dallow,
Martin Beirne, Deirdra Fallon, Cresvic Flores,
Kathleen Sage, Pattiann DelPescio, Waldina Pineda,
John Ritter, Isiah Digsby, Joseph Molack, Daryl
Patrmonio, Mary Gilligan, Antone Flores, and Victor
Fierro.

ase remember in prayer all those who died
this week, especially George Genes, and those
who mourn them.

LECTORS:

April 20" 5:00 J. Kinney

April 21 7:45S. Abraham  9:15 J. Barton
10:45 K. Snyder 12:15 E. Slattery

((leekin Collection

STEWARDSHIP: Week of April 14, 2024

1* Collection $4,754
2" Collection $1,242
Additional Easter Collection $260
Shrines $164
Online Giving $2,400
Total $8,820

Thank you for your continued support of our Parish and
its many needs. Your financial generosity for the upkeep
of our Parish buildings and programs is essential and
greatly appreciated. To sign up for WeShare go to
stpaulyonkers.org and click “Online Giving”. Thank you
for your generosity!



The recent document from the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith (DDF) Dignitas Infinita states that death penalty violates the
inalienable dignity of every person regardless of circumstances. Catholic philosopher Edward Feser, an expert on the subject of the
Church’s teaching and capital punishment says the following: ... This simply cannot be reconciled with scripture and the consistent
teaching of all popes who have spoken on the matter prior to Pope Francis. That includes Pope St. John Paul Il, despite his well-known
opposition to capital punishment. In Evangelium Vitae, even John Paul taught only: Punishment... ought not go to the extreme of
executing the offender except in cases of absolute necessity: in other words, when it would not be possible otherwise to defend

society. Today however, as a result of steady improvements in the organization of the penal system, such cases are very rare, if not
practically non-existent. And the original version of the Catechism promulgated by John Paul Il stated: The traditional teaching of the
Church has acknowledged as well-founded the right and duty of the legitimate public authority to punish malefactors by means of
penalties commensurate with the gravity of the crime, not excluding, in cases of extreme gravity, the death penalty. (2266) In short, John
Paul Il (like scripture and like every previous pope who spoke on the matter) held that some circumstances can justify capital
punishment, whereas Pope Francis now teaches that no circumstances can ever justify capital punishment. That is a direct
contradiction. Now, Joseph Bessette and I, in our book By Man Shall His Blood Be Shed: A Catholic Defense of Capital
Punishment, have shown that the legitimacy in principle of the death penalty has in fact been taught infallibly by scripture and
the tradition of the Church. (emphasis added) /'ve also made the case for this claim on other occasions, such as in this

article. https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2018/01/20/capital-punishment-and-the-infallibility-of-the-ordinary-magisterium/  This
considers the question whether these remarks about capital punishment are without error and must be believed.

Hence, if Pope Francis is indeed teaching that capital punishment is intrinsically wrong, it is clear that it is he who is in the wrong, rather
than scripture and previous popes. If defenders of Pope Francis deny this, then they are logically committed to holding that those
previous popes erred. Either way, some pope or other has erred, so that it will make no sense for defenders of Pope Francis to pretend
that they are simply upholding papal magisterial authority. To defend Pope Francis is to reject the teaching of the previous popes; to
defend those previous popes is to reject the teaching of Pope Francis. There is no way to defend all of them at once. This is in no way
inconsistent with the doctrine of papal infallibility, because that doctrine concerns ex cathedra definitions, and nothing Pope Francis has
said amounts to such a definition (as Cardinal Fernandez, Prefect of the DDF, has explicitly acknowledged). But it refutes those who
claim that all papal teaching on faith and morals is infallible, and those who hold that, even if not all such teaching is infallible, no pope
has actually taught error. For that reason alone, Dignitas Infinita is a document of historic significance, albeit not for the reasons Pope
Francis or Cardinal Fernandez would have intended.... You can read his whole essay on his blog. The link is:
https://edwardfeser.blogspot.com/2024/04/two-problems-with-dignitas-infinita.html

Pope Benedict reminds us: The power that Christ conferred upon Peter and his Successors is, in an absolute sense, a mandate to serve.
The power of teaching in the Church involves a commitment to the service of obedience to the faith. The Pope is not an absolute
monarch whose thoughts and desires are law. On the contrary: the Pope's ministry is a quarantee of obedience to Christ and to his
Word. He must not proclaim his own ideas, but rather constantly bind himself and the Church to obedience to God's Word, in the face
of every attempt to adapt it or water it down, and every form of opportunism. Homily May 7, 2005 Capital punishment is provided for
in Sacred Scripture. A classic text is the following: Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed; for in the image
of God has God made mankind. Genesis 9:6 Note that this punishment is prescribed in this Scripture because of the dignity of the
murdered person! St. Thomas Aquinas teaches that the state which is entrusted with caring for the welfare of a society (not private
citizens) may put a criminal to death when it is necessary to protect the rest of society. Catholic teaching never was you had to use
capital punishment but that it was permissible. Catholic philosopher Romano Amerio points out the following about capital
punishment in his book lota Unum: Until recently, the death penalty was philosophically defended, and used in practice by all countries
as the ultimate penalty society imposes on evildoers, with the threefold aim of righting the balance of justice, defending society
against attack, and dissuading others from wrongdoing.

The legitimacy of capital punishment is usually grounded on two propositions. First: society has a right to defend itself; second: this
defense involves using all necessary means. Capital punishment is included in the second proposition on condition that taking the life of
one member of the body of society is genuinely necessary for the wellbeing of the whole. The growing tendency to mitigate punishments
of all sorts is in part the product of the Gospel spirit of clemency and mercy, which has always been at odds down the centuries with
savage judicial customs. With a certain degree of confusion that we need not go into here, the Church has always drawn back from
blood...

The controversy does not turn on society’s right to defend itself; that is the undeniable premise of any penal code, but rather on the

genuineness of the need to remove the offender altogether in order to effect that defense, which is the minor premise involved.
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From St. Augustine to St. Thomas Aquinas ...the traditional teaching is that the decision as to the necessity and legitimacy of capital
punishment depends on historical circumstances, that is, on the urgency of the need to hold society together in the face of the disruptive
behavior of individuals who attack the common good. ... Opposition to the death penalty stems from two diverse and incompatible sets of
reasons, and can only be evaluated in the light of the moral assumptions on which it is based. Horror at a crime can coexist with
sympathy for human weakness, and with a sense of the human freedom that renders a man capable of rising from any fall as long as his
life lasts; hence opposition to the death penalty. But opposition can also stem from the notion that every person is inviolable inasmuch as
he is a self-conscious subject living out his life in the world; as if temporal life were an end in itself that could not be suppressed without
frustrating the purpose of human existence. Although often thought of as religiously inspired, this second type of reason for rejecting
capital punishment is in fact irreligious. It overlooks the fact that from a Christian point of view earthly life is not an end in itself, but a
means to life’s moral goal, a goal that transcends the whole order of subordinate worldly goods. ...

There is therefore a mistake implicit in the second sort of objection to capital punishment, inasmuch as it assumes that in putting
someone to death, other men or the state are cutting a criminal off from his destined goal, or depriving him of his last human end or
taking away the possibility of his fulfilling his role as a human being. Just the opposite in fact. The condemned man is deprived of his
earthly existence, but not of his goal. Naturally, a society that denies there is any future life and supposes there is a fundamental right to
happiness in this world, must reject the death penalty as an injustice depriving man of his capacity to be happy. Paradoxically, those who
oppose capital punishment on these grounds are assuming the state has a sort of totalitarian capacity which it does not in fact possess,
a power to frustrate the whole of one’s existence. Since a death imposed by one man on another can remove neither the latter’s
moral goal nor his human worth, it is still more incapable of preventing the operation of God’s justice, which sits in judgment
on all our adjudications. ...

The change in teaching is obvious on two points. In the new theology of punishment, justice is not considered, and the whole matter is
made to turn on the usefulness of the penalty and its aptitude for bringing the guilty person back into society, as the saying goes. On this
point, as on others, the new fangled view coincides with the utilitarianism preached by the Jacobins. The individual is held to be
essentially independent; the state defends itself against a miscreant, but cannot punish him for breaking a moral law, that is, for being
morally guilty. This guiltlessness of the guilty goes on to manifest itself in a reduced consideration for the victim and even in giving
preference to the guilty over the innocent. ... The penalty for the offense seems more objectionable than the crime, and the victim is
forgotten. The restoration of a moral order that has been violated by wrongdoing is rejected as if it were an act of vendetta. In fact it is
something that justice demands and which must be pursued even if the harm done cannot be reversed and if the rehabilitation of the
guilty party is impossible. The modern view also attacks even the validity of divine justice, which punishes the damned without there
being any hope or possibility of amendment. ...

To go on to assert that a life should not be ended because that would remove the possibility of making expiation, is to ignore the great
truth that capital punishment is itself expiatory. In a humanistic religion expiation would of course be primarily the converting of a man to
other men. On that view, time is needed to effect a reformation, and the time available should not be shortened. In God’s religion, on the
other hand, expiation is primarily a recognition of the divine majesty and lordship, which can be and should be recognized at every
moment, in accordance with the principle of the concentration of one’s moral life. The most irreligious aspect of this argument against
capital punishment is that it denies its expiatory value which, from a religious point of view, is of the highest importance because it can
include a final consent to give up the greatest of all worldly goods. This fits exactly with St. Thomas’s opinion that as well as canceling
out any debt that the criminal owes to civil society, capital punishment can cancel all punishment due in the life to come. In the Catholic
view, the penal system exists to ensure that the crime by which the delinquent sought some satisfaction or other in defiance of the moral
law, is punished by some corresponding diminution of well-being, enjoyment or satisfaction. Without this moral retaliation, a punishment
is merely a utilitarian reaction which indeed neglects the dignity of man and reduces justice to a purely materialistic level; ...

Human dignity is something built into the natural structure of rational creatures but which is elicited and made conscious by
the activity of a good or bad will, and which increases or decreases within that order of being. No right thinking person would
want to equate the human worth of the Jew in Auschwitz with that of his killer Eichmann, or St. Catherine of Alexandria with
Thias the Alexandrian courtesan. If one considers the parallel with one’s right to freedom, it becomes obvious that an innocent man’s
right to life is indeed inviolable, whereas a guilty person has diminished his rights by the actions of his depraved will: the right to freedom
is innate, inviolable and imprescriptible but penal codes nonetheless recognize the legitimacy of depriving people of their liberty, even for
life, as a punishment for crime, and all nations in fact adopt this practice. There is in fact no unconditional right to any of the goods of
earthly life; the only truly inviolable right is the right to seek one’s ultimate goal, that is truth, virtue and eternal happiness, and the means
necessary to acquire these. This right remains untouched even by the death penalty. In conclusion, the death penalty, and indeed any
kind of punishment, is illegitimate if one posits that the individual is independent of the moral law and ultimately of the civil law as well,
thanks to the protection afforded by his own subjective moral code. Capital punishment comes to be regarded as barbarous in an
irreligious society, that is shut within earthly horizons and which feels it has no right to deprive a man of the only good there

is. (All emphasis is added) http://www.catholicapologetics.info/morality/deathpenalty/depenalty.htm
#489 St. Paul the Apostle pg 3




FORMED

Bible Study and More! Go to
stpaulyonkers.formed.org and register which
gives you access to quality Catholic on line
programs, movies, audios, and books. Please pray
for God to call more holy men and women to
religious life today on World Day of Prayer for
Vocations. Thursday is the Feast of Saint Mark,
Evangelist. Study: Lectio: Mark or listen to: The
Gospel According to Mark. Watch: Lost Gospels or
False Gospels, or The Feast of Saint Mark.

Seasons of Hope — A Catholic Bereavement Series —
Are you grieving the loss of a loved one? The
Church of St. Pius X is offering a six session, faith-
based Catholic series for those in mourning
beginning April 25", It offers an opportunity to
gather with others in a small group setting and to
share in God’s love. Seasons of Hope sessions
explore our personal journeys of mourning through
scripture, prayer, reflection, and faith sharing. For
more info. please contact Linda at 845-803-9187 or
email LPUOPLO@gmail.com. Registration
required.

Our Knights of Columbus council is having their
50/50 Charitable Raffle with $7,500 in cash prizes.
Please visit kofc3995.org for more information and
how to purchase tickets to support their charitable
efforts.

Holy Father’s Intention for April:

For the Role of Women:

We pray that the dignity and immense value of
women be recognized in every culture, and for the
end of discrimination that they experience in
different parts of the world.

St. Paul’s Spring Picnic has been cancelled.
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Stepinac Theatre presents the musical, Catch Me If
You Can. Show dates are April 26™ & 27", May 2™
& 4™ at 7pm and a matinee on May 5™ at 2pm. All
reserved tickets can be purchased at
www.stepinac.org/showtickets. For more info.
email theatre@stepinac.org

Take Catholic Theology courses this Summer at St.
Joseph’s Seminary — May 29" through July 19" -
Course are open to qualified lay men and women,
clergy and consecrated religious. Affordable
priced. Offered in person or online. To learn more
go to www.dunwoodie.edu

Sacred Heart & Our Lady of Pompei Parish, Dobbs
Ferry, presents in concert, Mostly Mozart, choir
and orchestra, Sunday, April 21* at 3pm. Dr.
Sandor Szabo, conductor and paino. Free
admission, donations accepted.

Mother’s Day Remembrance — There are envelopes
available in the rear of the church for Mother’s
Day. Fill in the names of your loved ones and
return to be placed on the altar for Mother’s Day.

the
CARDINAL’S
ANMNUAL STEWARDSHIP APPEAL
et Sharing God's Gifts Throughout
= | : the Archdiocese of New York
The 2024 Cardinal’s Appeal is in progress. Our parish
goal is $50,000. Every gift/pledge is important no
matter what the size. We are currently at $26,915 or
54% of goal. You can give online at the parish website
and there are Appeal envelopes in the back of the
church. Thank you for your generosity.
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